
Kingsway Residents’ Association AGM Minutes 
 
DATE:   Tuesday 23rd November 2010  
TIME:  7.30pm 
PLACE:  Kingsway Community Centre  
CHAIRED BY: Barry Kirby (Chairperson) 
MINUTED BY: Kimberley Poppitt (Secretary) 
 
Barry (BK) opened the meeting by welcoming everyone, and then proceeded to explain what has been 
happening with the Residents’ Association in the last 12 months.  He explained we had put a Constitution in 
place – which had been unanimously voted in by residents at one of the Public Meetings – which can help the 
Residents’ Association have a framework to guide us and also gives our Association more legitimacy when 
applying for funding.  BK explained that we had been funded this year by grants from Quedgeley Charitable 
Trust; Quedgeley Parish Council; Quedgeley Urban Village Living and also donations from residents of 
Kingsway.   
 
BK stated we had wanted to have 4 Public Meetings per annum and that we had achieved that this year, and that 
the point of the Public meetings was to listen to informative guest s peakers who have a vested interest in our 
community, to listen to the news and views around Kingsway; and also just to meet your neighbours in an 
informal atmosphere over a glass of wine to get to know one another and help make Kingsway have some 
community spirit.  The Residents’ Association was not set up solely to be a forum for people to complain to – 
even though we do try to help the best we can when people have issues.  BK asked the audience if they had any 
preference on who the Guest Speakers should be over the next 12 months.  The following were suggested: 
Richard Graham MP; the Highways Agency; the Planning Department; the Council to speak about how cost-
cutting measures are likely to affect Kingsway.  It was suggested we could perhaps get all these people together 
at the same Public Meeting to form a panel. 
 
BK spoke of the community events we had put on for Kingsway which consisted of the Big Lunch in July and 
the Hallowe’en Trick or Treat in October.  He stated we were going to run an Easter event but had to cancel due 
to problems with Public Liability Insurance – a lesson which the Committee has now learned from.  The events 
which ran successfully we would like to run again next year and perhaps expand/improve upon them. 
 
Kingsway Residents’ Association has acted as a focal point for local issues which have arisen, which may have 
come to light through the Blog on the website, through e-mails, forums and general word of mouth.  To help 
with these issues we have opened dialogue with the Parish, City and County Councils, QUVL and the Police.  
We are also striving to better our relationship with the Press (the Citizen namely) to help get Kingsway some 
good publicity. 
 
BK then moved on to speak about the Kingsway Residents’ Association Committee.  He thanked the members 
for their hard work over the past 12 months, explained which members had chosen to resign and then introduced 
the new Committee to the audience.  The new Committee will now consist of: Barry Kirby (Chairperson); 
Kimberley Poppitt (Secretary); Tony Bowden (Treasurer); Morwenna Grindle (Press Secretary); Laura Jude 
(Social Secretary); Tracey Hodgeson (General Member); Clive Barton (General Member and Kingsway 
Website); Aron Townend (General Member and Military Liaison); Chris Saturley (General Member); Steve 
Brooks (General Member).  Aron Townend briefly spoke about the Military presence in Kingsway saying there 
are 80 Military families living here now, consisting primarily of UK Army members.  Some have bought their 
own house here and some are living here in Quarters and they are all keen to develop our community and make 
it a nice place for everybody to live in. 
 
BK moved on to speak about parking in Kingsway and said more parking has been planned for the later phases 
in Kingsway, and in the current phases we are trying to mark a map of the problem areas and find places which 
could safely be converted into parking.  BK encouraged residents in the meanwhile to try park where allowable 
and as safely and responsibly as possible.  There have been complaints of some vehicles being parked half on 
and half off the pavement, or fully on the pavement.  This is inconsiderate to people with wheelchairs and 
prams, as per Highway Code Rule 218. 
 
BK then introduced our local Police Officer for Kingsway, Mr Sam Jones (SJ), to take the floor.  SJ proceeded 
to distribute copies of Crime Stats for different areas of Gloucester (for example about numbers of robberies, 
drugs offences etc.) and Kingsway was very low down on the list.  SJ spoke of Anti-Social Behaviour in the big 



children’s’ park being mentioned to them so they had a CCTV camera installed, i.e. they targeted a problem area 
and reduced the Anti-Social Behaviour as a result of the camera.  SJ spoke of the SARA initiative which is 
basically where a panel of people from Kingsway (in our case the Residents’ Association Committee) get 
together with the police and come up with a list of goals to be worked on over a 3 month period to help better 
Kingsway and go towards solving some of its problems.  SJ spoke about “Have Your Say Day” where members 
of the Police, the Council and the Community knocked on doors on Thatcham Avenue to speak to residents 
about their concerns for Kingsway, and that it was a very successful day where lots of different people were 
spoken to.  The main consensus was that they felt safe, happy for their children to be out etc.  But that they were 
not happy with the Council in general.  From April onwards there will be more visible policing and more 
PCSO’s dedicated to Kingsway.  SJ stated they had done a speeding survey on Woodvale and have now applied 
to have a  temporary Interim Order put in place.  This would make it a 30mph zone where streetlights are, and 
people WILL be issued speeding tickets  for speeding despite the Council not owning the roads in Kingsway.  SJ 
will find out shortly from his Sergeant whether the Interim Order has been approved and put in place for 
Kingsway.  SJ finished by saying if people wish to do so, they can  report crime issues and crime complaints on 
the Kingsway Villagers Website.  They should fill in an online form and it goes to Clive Barton who then passes 
it on to the Policing Panel. 
 
A member of the audience then mentioned that he had been burgled that morning.  Apparently during mid-
morning whilst he was out and his house was empty some men had knocked on his neighbour’s door to deter 
them by saying “Just to let you know we’re helping move some furniture next door and we’re sorry if the noise 
disturbs you” and then proceeded to burgle the empty house. 
 
BK introduced Emily Jones (EJ), an Anti-Social Behaviour Officer from a team managed by Gloucester City 
Homes.  She said their team had been up and running since April 2010 and they act like case workers offering 
witness support etc.  They deal with private homeowners and landlords – not Housing Associations – and can 
work through the Civil Courts on behalf on local agencies and communities affected by Anti-Social Behaviour.  
The team can get ASBO’s handed out, Housing Injunctions, Dispersal Orders and Drink Banning Orders.  EJ 
proceeded to speak about Project Solace where local agencies meet every 6 weeks (Council Planning, 
Landlords, Housing Associations, MOD, Police) and their main aim is to help reduce Anti-Social Behaviour in 
Kingsway.  EJ said that she has seen after 3 meetings that things are not as bad as they are made out (such as in 
the Press) and one of the issues seems to be some friction between private homeowners and the Housing 
Associations.  As a result of this, the Project Solace team aim to do a “Good Neighbour Campaign” and a full 
survey of Kingsway to find our peoples issues.  The team is trying to hotspot and map where the Anti-Social 
behaviour is happening, they’re trying to map Kingsway and are also making weekly visits to 
families/neighbours who are in dispute with one another to help mediate. 
 
BK then introduced Andy Smith (AS), the representative of QUVL, to take the floor.  AS stuck up a road map 
of Kingsway to demonstrate what was happening, and where, in Kingsway so people could follow it.  He said in 
approximately May 2011 there will be 3 access roads opened into Kingsway: Naas Lane, A38 and the top of 
Thatcham Avenue.  The new Community Centre should be open by this time next  year.  The shop construction 
is due to start in January 2011 (a chemist and a supermarket are already confirmed).  The construction of a main 
play area will start in February 2011 at the bottom of Goosebay Drive.  The finishing of the walking/cycling 
footpaths in the 1st phase of Kingsway (Copeland Park to Miller Homes) will start next week.  The landscaping 
is currently still ongoing (balancing ponds etc.) up to April next year, plus litterbins and dog bins to be added.  
AS finished by saying the Planning Enforcement Officer – Andy Birchley – is on the Council, and residents 
should report breach of construction traffic to Andy Birchley. 
 
BK thanked everyone for coming, and thanked the Guest Speakers, then closed the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Related Websites: 
Kingsway Village Community Blog: http://www.kingsway-villagers.co.uk 
Kingsway Village Residents Association: http://www.kingsway-villagers.co.uk/residents-association/ 
Community Police Reports: http://www.kingsway-villagers.co.uk/community-police-reports/  
 


